Casemix perspectives for clinicians in the private sector.
All private hospitals and clinics must now supply deidentified data, using AN-DRG classification, on all admitted patients to the Private Hospitals Data Bureau. Contracts between health funds and hospitals must also be described on the basis of AN-DRGs, which will enable funds to undertake hospital variance analysis. These data provide the foundation for nationally developed clinical pathways and utilisation reviews which could modify clinical practice, improve standards and reduce health costs. Clinicians must understand and participate in these changes, and adequate safeguards are needed to protect them against loss of their clinical integrity, and against inappropriate discretionary control by private hospitals, healthcare corporations and health insurers.